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FOREST SLASH TREATMENT

Forest slash treatment reduces or otherwise
addresses woody plant residues created during
forestry, agroforestry, and horticultural activities to
achieve management objectives.

PRACTICE INFORMATION
This practice applies on areas with quantities of
woody slash and debris requiring treatment.

The practice is applied to address one or more of
the following purposes:
e Reduce hazardous fuels

e Reduce the risk of harmful insects and
disease

e  Protect/maintain air quality by reducing
the risk of wildfire

e Improve access to forage for grazing and
browsing animals

e Enhance aesthetics

e Reduce the risk of harm to humans and
livestock

e Improve the soil organic matter

e Improve the site for natural or artificial
regeneration.

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES

Forest Slash Treatment is commonly used as part
of a Forest Management Plan with practices such
as Forest Stand Improvement (666), Access
Control (472), Pest Management (595), Prescribed
Burning (378), Critical Area Planting (342),
Sediment Basin (350), Structure for Water Control
(587), and Prescribed Grazing (528).

For further information, refer to the practice
standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide
and associated practice specifications and job
sheets.

The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective
and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal
permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are
cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.




Forest Slash Initial setting: Lands with quantities of woody slash and

I
1 1
Treatment Forest Slash Treatment i debris that are treated during forestry, agroforestry, and i
1/2009 (384) ! horticultural activities. Sites are or can be browsed 1
e eeecceccessnees , and/or grazed by wildlife and livestock. '
. . ! 1
. Prescribed b b s ST T s o s s o momommomo—oomomm—mo--o- !
: Bumning (338) : [e v ot
cscceccesscsscnse 1.7 (-) Emissions: embers,
seescecscosccens, D.2 (-) Organic 2. Vegetation »{ D.8 (-) Fire hazard offsite - in » particulate matter,
+ Firebreak (394) - matter (if removed |« reduced and woody adjacent areas and airshed COICO,, volatile organics,
eesccccopsccccast from site or burned) material treated or nitrogen oxide within the
removed airshed
v D.7 (-) Physical obstructions
A D.3 (+) Cost |« » to human management,
1. Exposed bare of operation wildlife/livestock movement A
ground 1.8 () A
v v Greenhouse »  1.9(+)
D.4 (+) D.5 (-) Pests A v gases Air
v Landowner hazard (e.g., D.6 (-) Fire 1.5 (+) Forage/ v quality
D.1 (+) Surface erosion, income*; Ips beetle) hazard onsite browse (long
runoff and sediment contractor utilization C.5 (+) Air term)
production income* quality of
A the airshed
i > vV N C.3 (+) Wildlife 4
............... — \ 4 C.2 (+) Wood- and recreation 1.6 (+)
Critical Area Planting | 1.1 (-) Site level forest business business Livestock LEGEND
(342) | nutrients and and support opportunities gazing || | @ pmr=mrmc=c==
_______________ — associated macro/ infrastructure Mitigating practice
Sediment Basin | micro-organisms ¢ ........... —_
(350) I ‘ ceescesces ......' :.................T.....:
_______________ _ 1.4 () : Prescribed : ¢ Associated practice :
Structure for Water | v v Landowner . Grazing (528) .  SEESEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Control (587) I C.1 (-) Site > 1.3(+-) |« liability and risk; cecccscesepsacaad #. Created by practice
............... = productivity and Net return damage to l
Access Control (472) | biodiversity structures and D. Direct effect
——— —l —————— — resources:; C.4 (+) Livestock
outlay of repair < business and :
»| 1.2 (+/) Quality of and r)elzstora‘t)ion support I._Indirect effect
3. Water energy receiving waters of structures infrastructure
controlled C. Cumulative effect
4 \ 4 A A 4 \ 4
C.6 (+) Income stability (individuals C.7 (+) Health and safety for >
v and community) «—Y humans and domestic animals; Pathway
D.9 (-) Surface erosion, runoff, (+/-) health and safety for wild
and sediment production » animals (+) increase: (-) decrease

Notes: Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is
beneficial or adverse.

*for marketable/commercial use of woodv material removed from site
The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are
the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are
independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.
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